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(54) LOCAL AREA NETWORK FOR FA 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To attain communication closed in a group 
and to obtain an FA local area network(LAN) whose 
response speed is prevented from being dropped by 
dividing the same bus into plural groups in a bus type 
LAN. 

CONSTITUTION: The LAN for FA is provided with a 
packet transmitting part for specifying a group address to 
packet destination addresses, simultaneously 
broadcasting the grouped addresses and filtering a 
received packet by a group address mask. Low priority 
order is allocated to simultaneous broadcasting and high 
priority order is allocated to a transiently generated 
transient transmission. In addition a management station 
M3 is connected so as to inform the priority of 

transmission of the group address, the group address mask and the individual addresses to 
all stations 2 in the LAN through a transmission medium (cable) 1. 
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